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Sastmiz » N Challenge to Indian Stralegists

- Col. P. P. Marathe Retd. (P.388) Pune

Excerpts of a talk organised by Marathe Pratishthan in Pune on 23 April 2001

Kashmir forms a knot that has
easy approaches from and to the
countries like China, Tibet (now in
occupation by China), Pakistan,
Afghanistan and even Tajikistan.
The events in these neighbouring
countries have long standing effects
on the Kashmir scenario. India,
being the Mother State of Kashmir,
has been facing tough challenges
due to the turbulence in Kashmir
for the past six decades.

Geographically and
Demographically, Kashmir could
be divided into three distinct
regions - the Ladakh plateau,
Srinagar Valley and the plains of
Jammu. The geography and thelay
of the land 1s very suitable touansur=
gency movement and terroristiac-
tivities. The communications.being
poor and major portion of the Tand
being rugged, military and counter
insurgency opérations are difficult

to undertake.

Historically, there have been
multi-racial and multi-cultural
ingress into Kashmir since the time
of Alexander the Great. Greeks;
Persians, Mongols, Mughals;
Hindus (including the Sikhs), and
Buddhists have inhabited this land.
The three geographicregions show
the existence of Hindus, Muslims
and Buddhist majority,(in Jammu,
Shrinagatr valley and Ladakh,
respectively) and different
inclinations_and opinions.

Indian pollicy towards
Kashmir has had its errors of
Jjudgement strategically since
independence. In the British era,
the British policy of 'divide and rule’
and giving lop-sided political
advice for keeping own upper hand
could not be read clearly by the
Indian leaders and hence the
manifestation of complications at

national’ as well as international
forad The clause of autonomy
resulting,into article 370, the
raising of the issue in the UN with
a,. hope of UN intervening
impartially and agreeing to the cease
fire resulting in the 'Cease Fire' line
were some of the initial blunders.
Today, India controls only approxi-
mately 47% of the actual territory
that was under the jurisdiction of
Maharaja Hari Singh at the time of
partition. Even today, our policy
shows lack of astute handling.

In the past five decades since
independence, fortunes have
fluctuated over Kashmir issue due
to International pressures. The
closer ties that US and Pakistan have
had in the period between early
sixties and the late eighties, the
China-Pakistan nexus, the
Indo-Soviet treaty and the Soviet
intervention in Afghanistan are
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more important of the international
events that have had telling effects
on Kashmir issue. Bilaterally,
disintegration of Pakistan in 1971
and birth of Bangla Desh was the
most important strategic victory that
India has attained. However, that
strategic victory could not be fully
exploited by us.

Of late, the Afghan factor has
been dictating the proceedings in
Kashmir, in conjunction with
Pakistan. Pakistan has five power
centres which dictate Pakistani
policies and philosophy towards
Kashmir and India. The
pseudo-Islamic and pan-Islamic
alliances have kept the Kashmir pot
boiling for the past three decades.
Pakistan's crumbling economy and
unstable internal political situation
are the factors that do not allow
Pakistan to take a moderate and
rational view towards Kashmir. The
nuclearisation of India and
Pakistan has complicated the issue
further, bringing the two
adversaries closer to the threshold
of conflict. Kargil was a
'masterstroke' planned by
pakistan way back in 1986-87. She
only attempted the execution after
having failed to destabilise India
by cutting off Punjab and Siachen.

The Kargil conflict, though
brought forward chinks in our
vigilance, rendered Pakistan
strategically vulnerable at political
4 y
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level and gave tactical victory and
strategic advantages to India.
Pakistan is getting more and more
isolated internationally with loss of
support from the US and withdrawal
of economic support. albeit
partially, from the IMF. Pakistan
is in no state to wagé a full fledged
war. It can only pursue the policy
of 'war by proxy'. However, that
state 1s likely to cost her dearly due
to economic reasons. With 48% of
the GDP going towards servicing
of the debts, the parallel economy
of drugs money going out of
control, situation in Pakistan is
grim.

The insurgency in Kashmir,
with almost 14 groups keenly
active, has been caused due to the
reasons like - non-development and
lack of industrial infrastructure,
economic backwardness, poverty
and unemployment, religious
fundamentalism, external support
and possible misuse of power by
the State Government. Offer of
cease-fire by the Central Govt is
a positive step. However, Huriat
opinion being divided, the <State
level political parties having lost
their credibility and.effect of
Pakistan's instigation have made the
possibility of a solution in/the near
future very bleak. India has very
little flexibility left in the matter.

Breaking up the Huriat,

“converting the people's opinion

through economic development
and keeping a stricter check on
the terrorism to protect the
masses is the most suitable
multi-pronged option available.
At the same time, we the common
people of India have to keep our
eyes and ears open and fight the
religious fanaticism that Pakistan
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in general and the ISI backed groups
are attempting to spread across the
length and breadth of our country.

We also need to train our-
selves to face disastrous situations
- war like as well as terrorism based
- to minimise the damage. On the
other side of the International
Border, unless Pakistan stops her
own hyping up of Fundamentalist
attitudes and resorts to rational
moderate views on development of
her economy, there is every chance
of further disintegration of
Pakistan. That country may
crumble under her own weight of
unbalanced policies, economic
mismanagement and external
factors. x> K ¥
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