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About Chitpavans

Dear Bhausaheb,

I have been impresed by
the way in which Chitpavans
emerged from obscurity in Ratnagiri,
barely 300 years ago and spread
onto Desh. A substantial number
appear to have succeeded as low-
level administrators and worked up
to become leaders-both civil and
military, culminating in gaining the
pqsition of Peshwa.

They are characterised by
their energy, industriouness, high
intelligence and adaptibility.
Chitpavans value education, both
traditional and modern, and have
produced outstanding leaders in
Science, Technology as well as
the Arts and Literature.

In Politics, Chitpavans have
been leaders across the political
spectrum - from advocates of
violence to devotees of non-violence
such as Vinoba Bhave, And
Chitpavans have moved .to, all
parts of India and further throughout
the world. Their impact seems out
of proportion to/their small numbers.

My interest is in using the
remarkable and highly unusual -
kulavrittanta genre of historical
studies to highlight the Jati's attempt
to maintain its identity in the face
of dispersal far from its original
home in Konkan and Western
Maharashtra. These books represent
an amazing effort at maintaining
identity and promoting communication
across time and space. Other groups
in India produce family histories
but none in such a systematic,
standarsised and organised way .as
the on-going effort (of .well over
100 kulas to depict their members.

Theformation of a database
and web-site by Raghunath Kelkar*
will only serve to enhance this
process of identity to increase
communication and solidarity. This
1s “another instance of Chitpavan
leadership and ingenuity. * % x

(* AT TH FBR, 40, TIVA T3,
IO ¥22030. B : 0323-43%3¢¢ AT
IR 200 FAFAAM MEd HhaAd
qUCe)

e il D/
About Mpyself

I spent nearly four,years in
India, 1944-46, on wartime U.S.
government service;, and then as
an independent (student of Hindi,
in 1948.(1In “early 1951 several
eminent scholars from Poona came
to Penn as wvisiting faculty. They
were,D.R"Gadgil and N.V. Sovani
of Gokhale Institute, and the
anthropologist Irawati Karve of the
Deccan College. Professor Gadgil
suggested that I study the Brahman-
Non Brahman contlict in Maharashtra
for my term paper in the course
“Social conflict in India". He gave
me Marathi articles on the subject,
and I suddenly realized I needed
to learn Marathi!

Since Marathi was not then
taught at Penn, I persuaded the
visiting N.V. Sovani to tutor me.
My backgound in Hindi and Sanskrit
was crucial and I soon began
to read the Marathi documents.
In addition to translating Marathi
articles for a long paper on the
Varkari cult of Pandharpur, I wrote
my MA thesis on anti-Brahmanism
in Maharashtra (SARS, 1952). I
was the first Penn graduate student

contd. page 16
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to study Maharashtra and Marathi.

I went off to Poona in late 1953 to
continue research on the anti-Brahman movement.
I lived for a while with a Brahman family
and spent nearly two .years collecting materials
and interviewing dozens of Brahman and Non-
Brahman leaders in Poona, Satara and Kolhapur.

I gradually refined my focus from anti-
Brahmanism to a study specifically of the Chitpavan
Brahman caste, the main target of the growing
Non-Brahman movement. Using the large number
of published histories of Chitpavan Kulas, or
families, I have written extensively on this caste.

[ convened a conference in Chicago on
"Patterns of change in 19th century Maharashtra"
in 1969. During my years (1958 to 1984)
as a faculty member at the University of Chicago
I encouraged study on Maharashtra and Marathi.

- Maureen L. P Patterson
97 Shattuck Road, Hadley, Massachusetts 01035
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