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Dear Shri Marathe,

Thank you for your congratulations
on my receipt of an award of AVSM. 1t is
awkward for me to write about myself. But I
see no other alternative. I must apolagise
for scribling in English, but my written
Marathi is not good.

I was conferred this award for my
distinguished service of highest order to IAF.
Incidentally, I am already a recepient of
Vishisht Seva Medal and BAR to Vishisht
Seva Medal in 1984 and 1992. I could be
the only IAF officer to have received three
awards from the President in a short span
of 12 years. I had also received
commendations from IAF authorities in
1965, 1971 and 1978.

After doing BE (Elect) and BE (Mech)
from College in Engineering, Pune, I joined
Indian Air Force by end of 1962, where |
had done my Aeronautical Engineering. |
had also done M.Sc. from Madras
University.

While in IAF, I had specialised on
Russian Fighter Combat Aircraft i.e. all
series of MIG variants. I had further
specialised in setting up of major aircraft
overhaul projects for IAF. I had
independently handled setting up of MIG 23
overhaul project at Ojhar (near Nashik). T
had functioned as Chief Engineering Officer
on a major Air Force Base, Project Engineer
Jor System, Designs, Director Engineering
at Air Head quarters. When [.took
retirement, I was commanding the-largest
Air Force Repair Depot at Ojhar holding
all the front-line fighter aircraft of IAF.

I have retired and settled at Pune (1,
Shivali Apts, Chintamani Society, Karve
Nagar, Pune411052: Phone : 362212), and
am working for one well-known group of

Electronic(UPS) manufacturing companies.
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"l refer to your letter asking me to
pay Rs 1500/ for the yearly rent of locker.

I'was shocked to read that you have
increased the rent from Rs 350 per year to
Rs 1500 from 6.3.96. or 1400%~increase
over the rental of Rs 85, 20years ago. This,
it seems to me a highway.robbery indulged
by your bank.

I am a senior citizen, retired from
L1.T. Bombay and do not wish to surrender
the S. D. Vault since it is very close to my
residence. I do not know whether you now
desire that your old customers should
surrender their'S. D. Lockers and in turn
make it possible for your bank to extort more
deposits from new customers. I have now
made enquiries with other banks and
understand that they do not charge more
than Rs 600 per year as locker rent.

I concur on one point that your
maintenance charges have increased.
However, I do not feel that your exorbitant
increase in the rental charges is justified.

As senior citizens we do get
concessions from Income tax, Air India,
Railways and other corporations whereas
you are trying to extract more from us.

I, therefore request you to withdraw
the atrocious increase in rental in the interest
of goodwill, trust, social justice and fair
play.” - G. V. Marathe, 154, St. Paul Street,
Dadar, Mumbai - 400 014. (Phone : 4127816)
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