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Shri M. R. Khambete did
his initial schooling in Calcutta
and Nagpur in Gujarati Medium
and is fluentin Gujarati, Bengali,
Hindi, English and Marathi
language. He is qualified
Electrical and Mechanical
Engineer from Calcutta. He had
an opportunity to get specialized
training at England in field of
'Pneumatic & Vacuum Brake
System’. He then started his
own industry in Kolkatta and
later shifted base to Thane,
Near Mumbai, Maharashtra. He
was aware of the numerous
difficulties of Industries with an
intention of mitigating the
problems of the small
entrepreneurs and encouraging
them to grow, he formed an
association of small scale
entrepreneur’s Namely Thane
Small Scale Industries
Asociation, TSSIA way back in
1974 with the help of a few
likeminded entrepreneurs and
today after 39 years it has under
its fold more than 3000
members.

Shri. M. R. Khambete set
up TSSIA for not only
highlighting the problems faced
by small scale entrepreneurs
but to help solve them. With a
futuristic vision in the year 1990,
he founded Chamber of Small
Industry Associations (COSIA)
which represents MSME Sector
as a National Chamber. He
represented COSIA as Member
of National Board for MSMEs
under MSME Ministry,
Government of India. And was
also _appointment on the
Advisory Committee under
MSMED Act, 2006.
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He has also taken a lead
in educating the members
regarding the perils of WTO and
has actively canvassed for
levying anti-dumping duty on
the affected products. Shri
Khambete constituted an award
TSSIA PMRY to encourage the
nationalized bank branches for
their excellent work, under
Prime Minister Rojgar Yojai:a for
self-employment in Thane
District. He also initiated Shri.
Aurobindo Permanent Industrial
Exhibition hall where
Manufacturers and Exporters of
Quality Products display their
products.

Shri. M. R. Khambete is
thus not only conscious towards
his duties to the entrepreneurs
but also is eager to serve the
common man. He has always
put the nation in front of his
personal needs and chas
organized collection drives and
collected huge funds for the
benefit of people affected with
natural calamities.

He “has served as
President of Rotary Club of
Thane. Life. Member of Indo
Japanese Association, Life
Member of Indian Red Cross
Society, Member of Zilla Udyog
Mitra Committee, Govt. of
Maharashtra, President of Jani
Janardan Trust and Ex. Trustee
of TSSIABLOOD BANK. He has
been awarded with Government
Trophy for collection a record
number of biood bottles during
his tenure as Rotary President
and has been instrumental in
starting a blood bank at TSSIA.

Shri Madhusudan R. Khambete

He took a delegation of 24
entrepreneurs to Senegal in the
year 1996. In today's scenario
when China is posing a great
threat to the Indian Industry, he
has led a delegation of 15
entrepreneurs to China. They
received an overwhelming
response from the Chinese
officials and many
entrepreneurs are seriously
thinking of joining hand with the
Chinese Industry to expand
their businesses. To unite
MSMEs in India he had traveled
every corner of India and
conducted MSMEs 'meet in
Westermn, Southern, Northern,
Eastern, North _Eastern region.
Recognizing this contribution
towards development of
MSMEs and to generate an
employment Thane Municipal
Corporation had conferred him
"THANE BHUSHAN" in 2002.

Shri. Jagdishprasad
Jhabarmal Tibrewala University
feels honored to award "D.Litt."
degree (Honoris Causa) to Shri.
M. R. Khambete for his
outstanding contribution in the
filed of small Scale Industrial
growth, development of
entrepreneurs and other social
sectors in the 2nd Annual
convocation held on 26th
February 2014 at University
Campus, Jhunjhunu in the
esteemed Presence of His
Excellency Shri  Banwarilal
Joshi, His Excellency Shri
Jaganath Pahadia, His
Excellency Dr. S. C. Jamir,
Ayurvedacharya Vaidya Suresh
Chaturvedi, Shri Bhalchandra
Mungekar and Shri Surdasji
Prabhu.

Chancellor
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The Sultanate of Oman is a
country in the Middle East, on the
southeast coast of the Arabian
Peninsula. It borders the United
Arab Emirates in the northwest,
Saudi Arabia in the west and
Yemen in the southwest. The coast
is formed by the Arabian Sea in the
south and east, and the Gulf of
Oman in the northeast.

Present Ruler of Oman -
Sultan Qaboos bin Said - the only
son of Sultan Said bin Taimur
{1932-1970) was born in Salalah in
Dhofar on 18th November, 1940.
Sultan Qaboos received his
primary and secondary education
in Oman. When he reached the
age of 16, his father sent him to a
private educational establishment
in England. At the age of 20, he
entered the Royal Military Academy
at Sandhurst. After passing out of
Sandhurst, he joined a British
Infantry battalion on operations in
Germany for one year and also held
a staff appointment with the British
Army.  After his military service,
Sultan Qaboos studied local
government subjects in England
and, after a world tour, returned
home to Salalah where he studied
Islam and the history of his country.
Upon his accession to the throne on
23 July 1970, he moved to Muscat
where he declared that the country
would no longer be known as
'Muscat and Oman’, but would be
united as the 'Sultanate of Oman'.
Sultan Qaboos has been a man of
great foresight and a great
reformist. His philosophy ds
reflected in his thinking where he
says :"| am working for Oman - the
country and its people...formeitisa
delight to see my country/and my
people in the situation /" imagined
from the very first day | assumed
power. | feel that L.am a man with a
mission rather than a.man with
authority."

Oman under Sultan Said bin
Taimur, 'who“came to power in
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1932, experienced decades of
international isolation, a society run
along feudal lines and a highly
underdeveloped country  Suitan
Qaboos Bin Said opened up the
country, embarked on economic
reforms and boosted spending on
health, education and welfare.
Under the leadership of Sultan
Qaboos, Oman today has an
excellent health service, a clear
road network and many
educational establishments for girls
and boys, from nursery levels, to
university degrees.

The oldest independent
state in the Arab world, Oman is
one of the more traditional
countries in the Gulfregion. Oman
holds an exceptional position
among all the Persian Guif
countries in terms of Basic Law of
the State promulgated in
December 1996, which guarantees
the freedom of worship to all its
inhabitants, irrespective of their
religious beliefs. Such liberal policy
of the government has made it
possible that presently there are
two Hindu temples where
congregations are held reqularly.
One of these temples is more than
hundred years old. The Hindus
have been granted the rights of
cremation as per their.religious
rites.  Oceupying the south-east
corner of‘the Arabian peninsula, it
has a strategically important
position at the mouth of the Guif.
Oman'is a long-standing US ally;
there is ja free trade agreement
between the two countries

Inthe period from 1965-1985
many middle-eastern countries
saw tremendous economic growth.
This growth was caused by the
dramatic rise in oil prices, As oil
prices rose to new highs, most Qil-
producing states (especially large
producers such as Saudi Arabia,
Iran, lraq, Kuwait, the United Arab
Emirates, and Qatar) benefited
directly in the form of high export

OF OMAN
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One fine day, in 1980, the
Hindustan Construction Co. Ltd.,
where | was working, received a
telex message from a leading
business house from Oman
requesting HCC to depute
someone for discussions and for
taking on the spot decision
regarding formation jeint
venture. The business house was
owned by a “His Excellency” [H.E.]
who was a member of the council of
Ministers.  As per Omani Laws,
Ministers were permitted to have
OWN DUSINESS.

Because of my experience in
Joint Venture {JV] Farmation, | was
deputed for the meetings. After |
checkead into my/hotel, the General
Manager andithe:Financial Advisor
deputed by H. E. called on me and
apprsed me about the topic of
discussions.  They informed me
that their construction wing which
was controlled by Lebanese was
making a loss over the past few
years and that they were looking for
a JV Partner to improve the
operations.  They told me that |
would be meeting H.E. at his villa
for further discussions in the
evening.

The villa was nothing less
than a palace with fountains and
flowing streams. After exchange
of courtesies, H. E. told me that he
had gone through all the literature
and financial documentation of
HCC and wanted to know my own
impressions about HCC. This was
a very tricky question and here my
business management skills came
to my help. | told H.E. that an
organization is known by its culture
and narrated to him as to how, just
before the Sino-Indian war of 1962,
HCC had completed Railway
Bridges in Assam even before
signing the official contract as the
bridges were of strategic
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importance. | also told him how,
after the Panshet Dam Disaster,
-HCC- moved in overnight, to
commence restoration of
infrastructure in Pune. H.E.
expressed that he was. greatly

impressed. We then got down to -

real business.

{ told H.E. that since his
construction wing was in red for the
past few years, it would not be right
fo expect capital participation from
HCC- unless HCC was given an
opportunity to carry out in-depth
studies. | therefore suggested to go
step by step. As a first step, HCC
would depute a couple of senior
management executives to Oman
for a period of about three months.
They would then submit a report on
their findings with suggested
remedial measures to be carried
out within the next three months.
Further trial would be carried out
within the next six months and at
the end of this period, options
regarding capital participation and
. formation of JV could be discussed.

| further clarified that all this
exercise would-be for a fee. All
executives of HCC were
_considered as profit centers and
the compensation to be paid to

HCC would include all expenses.

and loss of profit due to absence of
HCC's executives. - |told H.E. that
| would send an official proposal as
soon as | return to India and') also
‘ clarified that my proposal is subject
to approval by the Board of
Directors of the HCC and the
Government of India.
expressed that he appréciated the
proposal and promised to get back
to HCC soon, as the matter was
also.under discussions with some
other organizations.

The next day, | called.on the
Indian Charge-de-affairs -who
confirmed that the business house |
was dealing with was highly
reputed and rated in Oman. He
enquired'as. to where | as ‘staying
and | told him that'! was booked at
“AlL-falaJ” which was the only first-

" south.

HE."

class hotel in the city. He told me
that the hotel staff physically
checks the rooms occupied by
Indians before they leave as
Members of ad Indian Political
Delegation has carried away
pillows and quilts when they left the
hotel. | told him that | was a VIP

Guest at the hotel as | was booked

by H.E. who has financial interest in
the hotel.

Our arrangement with H.E.
for the JV -did not work out.
However, H.E: agreed to be HCC's
sponsor for future projects and |
became a very good personal
friendofH.E. ™

Sultanate of Oman extends
from its Capital City Muscat in the
north. and Port of Salalah in the
Muscat is almost in the
same parallel as Ahmadabad and
Salalah is almost in thr same
parallel as Ratnagiri. Coastal
Oman therefore has a climate
similar to that of Coastal India.

My next visits to Oman were
in connection with a tender for
construction of a Dam near Port ‘of
Salalah in southem Oman. | had
to meet the Minister of State for

requesting for extension of time-for

submission of the tender.  Our
sponsor's representative
accompanied .me for the meeting.
He told me that in Oman, Members
of Sultan. Qaboos's. Council of
Ministers-are well educated and
experienced in theirfields. Sultan's
philosophy is that anyone who has
to deal with government
administration has to be trained in
thefield. The Irigation Minister
was a graduate engineer from USA
and had worked the Tennessee
Valley Authority.

r the tender a bid bond was
required from a local bank. |
approached local bankers and they
agreed to provide the necessary
bid bond, at a price, after getting a
back-up guarantee from the State
Bank of India. The market was so
competitive, that one banker
agreed for make available the bid
bond for free on an understanding
that HCC would maintain a bank
account with the bank. The banker
was so helpful that he instructed his
branch office at Salalah to help in
visiting the worksite and collect
prices of local materials etc. for
preparation of the tender.  All this
was totally contrary to the situation
in India where the banking sector
was monopolistic.

Oman in the eighties was still
a developing country. The Airport
was small. Roads were narrow.
Muscat had very few: high-rise
buildings. Roads were barren and
had no arboriculture. | had an
occasionito visit Oman again in
2003. Oman now is totally
different. Cities have posh
residential complexes. All major
super-market chains have their
presence. Today's Oman has very
wide roads capable of high-speed
traffic. Medians are covered by
beautiful flower plants. Side
slopes in cuttings are covered with
green creepers. Oman now has
many parks. Itis said thatbecause
of all this greenery, Oman has
started receiving regular rains. A
desert country has been partially
converted into Garden of Eden.
Oman today has an excellent
health service and many
educational establishments for giris
and boys, from nursery levels, to
university degrees.
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