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MY DAYS AT THE D. B. K. RAILWY PROJECT

After completion of tunnelling at
Dongarwadi, in the year 1963, I joined
The Hindustan Construction Co. Ltd.
[HCC ] at Koyna Hydel Project near
Chiplun. Our camp was in a jungle,
about 20 kms. away from Chiplun, at the
foot of Sanhyadrl Mountains. The
quarter allotted to me had been vacant
for quite some time. The day we
occupied it, we found a long yellow
cobra skin lying on the floor. Locals who
were moving in our baggage told us that
it was a very good omen and we should
not worry. Our stay at Koyna Project
was very brief.

Thereafter, HCC transferred me to
the Dandakaranya Bolangir Kiriburu -
D. B. K. Railway Project. DBK Railway
comprised of three lines — Dandak-
aranya Line from Koittavalsa to
Kirandul passing through Andhra
Pradesh, Tentacle of Orissa, and ending
in Madhya Pradesh, Sambalpur to
Titlaghar Line in Orissa passing via
Bolangir and Bimlaghar to Kiriburu line
located partly in Orissa and partly in
Jharkhand. .

Dandakaranya stretched across the
borders of Andhra Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra and a tentacle of
Orissa. All this area is now naxalite
infested. The Kirundul- Kottavalasa
(KKLine) is considered the engineering
marvel of the Indian Railways. The 448-
km KK line, connecting Kirundul and
Vizag port, was commissioned in 1967.
It was built to promote exports of the
Iron Ore from Mines at Bailadila. It
gradually rises at 1:60 gradient from the
sea, at 1:60 with 8 degree curve passing
through 59 tunnels (total tunnel length
level gradually is 14km) along Ananta-
giri Mountains to reach Araku valley a
distance of 105 km, Railway Station at
Simliguda is situated at an elevation of

about 1650 m. and is the world’s highest
broad gauge railway line station in the
world. HCC’s work involved
construction of twentythree tunnels,
many minor & major bridges and huge
amount of earthwork in cuttings and
embankments. etc which formed the
most difficult part of the KK Line.

The terrain through which the
railway line went up the mountains was
along steep hill slopes. It was very
difficult to construct approach roads
leading to the tunnels and bridges.
Many of the work spots were either 100
to 200 m. above or below the nearest
approach roads. Materials had there-
fore to be carried by head load in about
25 kg. lots. Cement bags were divided
in two parts to reduce the weight to
around 25 kg. Construction equipment
was carried to site in dismantled
condition and reassembled.

On our work we engaged about a
thousand local tribesmen. Tribesmen
stayed in communes with a crude
compound to keep animals away. Their
huts had no locks. Within themselves,
they were a permissive society but
outsiders misbehaving with local
women were killed by poisoned arrows.
In those days, they were governed by
their own tribal laws. Punishment for
theft was beheading. Initially, when the
survey for the railway line started there
was lot of resistance from the tribesmen.
They hated encroachment on their
privacy. Overnight, they used to
destroy the survey stations and pillars.
Finally the Maharaja of Bastar made a
proclamation and the resistance
stopped.

The locals were very poor. Their
needs were very few. They were happy
with what they earned. Raghi — a kind
of local millet was their staple diet. They

cultivated raghi in their own fields. The
forest was full of wild fruit. The locals
used to collect fruit from forest and we
could get 100 wild oranges or four big
jackfruits for a rupee at our doorstep.
They were good hunters and used bows
and arrows or spears and javelins for
hunting for meat. Their biggest
enjoyment was drinking. The forest was
full of Madhuca longifolia commonly
known as Mahua trees. Flowers from
these trees were a very good material
for preparation of local alcoholic brew.
Thus, for the tribesmen, the food and
booze was almost free. Ladies used to
be topless and the gents wore a small
piece of cloth around their waist. They
walked long distances to barter the wild
fruit etc. for spices and condiments.

We tried to introduce many
incentive schemes. But the tribesmen
never got attracted. They completed the
assigned task at the earliest and left for
the day. This was a situation where new
management theories did not work as
the wages they earned were much more
than what they needed.

With spare money in hand, they
started visiting the local weekly market
more often. Instead of walking to the
market, they used local bus service.
Spare money was spent on bangles and
apparel and sometimes on movies.
Slowly, their needs increased and they
needed more money. They started
responding to incentive schemes.

At the beginning of the project, we
could get totally unadulterated pure
milk but at the end of the project they
learnt to add water to the milk to make
easy money. Looking back I feel the
developed society corrupted the
innocent hardworking tribesmen and
made them lazy.
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Our contract involved a huge
amount of earthwork in approach cuts
to the tunnels and other deep cuts.
Workmen from Palamoor District of
Andhra Pradesh are known to be
proficient in manual earthwork. We had
over one thousand workmen from
Palamoor. They seek work on contract
basis and work only during dry months
and go back to their fields for
cultivation just before the rains. Before
they mobilize, they are made an advance
payment and at site they get their daily
ration of food and a few ‘chuttas’ which
are locally made cheroots. While
working, they smoke the chuttas with
its lighted end inside the mouth. It is
said that the hot gases do not make
them feel the hunger.

Our camp was at the foot of
Anantagiri Ghat which leads to the
picturesque Arku valley in Andhra
Pradesh. It was in an Aranya in real
sense. In our camps, we had fairly
comfortable family accommodation. Our
main camp had its own post and
telegraph office and a small bazaar.
Nearest village was 10 kms. away,
nearest town was 20 kms. away and
nearest city - Vishakhapattnam was 65
kms. away. We had diesel power and
filtered water supply in our camp. Our
camp had a bazaar man who would get
us vegetables and provisions from
Vishakhapattnam. We had a fully
qualified resident doctor in our main
camp and a trained medical attendant
in every other camp. Our visits to
Vishakhapattnam were once every
month.

Supply of rice, wheat and sugar
was controlled by the government and
was available only through authorized
shops. Logistically, it was impossible
to arrange movement of such a large
workforce to the nearest village. We
therefore drew our supplies against
bulk permits. We had a fortnightly rest
day. With the help of a few of my
colleagues, I ran a fair price shop on
‘no profit — no loss’ basis for
distribution of rice, wheat and sugar to

the workmen in the morning of our rest
day. Our workmen were indeed grateful
to me and my colleagues for this
voluntary service.

Our workmen were best paid.
However, some locally hired staff
managed to form a union by promising
our workers to get their wages sub-
stantially increased and an annual
bonus equal to a few months’ wages.
On the advice of some small time local
politicians the workmen went on a
strike. As we were in the midst of a
jungle, the District Collector moved in
a contingent of special armed police-
men. One afternoon, there was a fight
between two groups of workmen in one
of our distant camps up the mountains.
We got a message that the injured were
being transported in our ambulance van
to our dispensary in the main camp. I
was in charge of the dispensary. I
reached the dispensary as the
ambulance arrived. About six hundred
strong mob of the workmen assembled
near the dispensary. I stopped them in
front of the dispensary and I tried to
pacify them. When they saw their
colleagues covered with blood, they got
agitated. A police officer rushed with
armed policemen. He told me that I was
in danger but when I tried to explain
that I was confident that they will not
touch me, he whisked me away saying
that it was his responsibility to protect
me. The mob got violent and started
shouting slogans against HCCs officers
and demanding blood for blood. The
policemen forced us and our families to
the innermost residences and cordoned
off our camp. The atmosphere became
very tense. For our own protection, we
collected two big heaps of stones and
broke our beds to prepare sticks for
fighting if necessary. Theladies were
sitting with red chilly powder at hand.
One officer calmed us down and
assured us that they had over thousand
bullets with them to control the mod and
if necessary they would not hesitate to
open fire even inside our residential
camp. At one stage, a police officer

went to pacify the mob but they
encircled him and tried to grab his
revolver. The police had no option but
to fire a few rounds. A couple of
agitators were injured and the others
ran away. Work stopped for almost
three weeks. Realizing their mistake, the
workmen voluntarily withdrew the
strike. For starting the work, I was one
of the first one to reach the site. We
completed the project with the same
workmen

Our camp was in a saucer shaped
valley with barren rocky hills all around..
Rains were associated with cyclonic
winds. One afternoon, while we were
resting, the roof of my residence was
just lifted off by the winds. Since we
were in our own camp, within a few
minutes, all my things were shifted by
our camp personnel. Carpenters soon
moved in and my roof was fully restored
before dark.

I travelled through the mountain
road every day. Almost every evening,
while returning home by a jeep, I came
across a tiger, a leopard or at least a
bear. Sitting in our camp, we have seen
wild life moving around and through
our camps.

We were constructing a masonry
wall to divert a stream running across
the railway alignment. It involved rock
blasting along a steep crag for training
the stream. One morning, the masons
who went to start masonry found a
leopard in the puddle of water below
the masonry. It had probably slipped
from top and one of its claws had got
stuck in a crack in blasted rock. In those
days, forest department was not
equipped with tranquilizer bullets. We
were forced to mercilessly kill the
leopard as no one dared to set free an
injured wild cat.

The Kirundul- Kottavalasa (KK Line)
is considered the engineering marvel of
Indian Railways. Construction of the
railway line passing through very difficult
terrain was possible only because the
engineers from the railways and
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contractors worked as a team in a very
close co-operation.

All engineers who had worked on the
project were invited to travel by the
Inaugural Train. The train had eight
saloons. We boarded the train at
Srungavarapukota [S’kota] and detrained
at Aarku. We traveled a distance of about
45 kms. crossing the whole of Anantagiri
Mountains. The train stopped at the
boundary of every village. The villagers
garlanded the engine driver and offered
flowers to engine. As the train started
moving they escorted the train and
handed it over to the next village. The
journey of 45 kms. took us more than five
hours. It was a real experience.

Today, the Kottavalasa - Kirandul
line, that snakes its way through dense

mountain region, is a major revenue
earner for the Indian Railways. But
operations on the line are an uphill task.
With 58 tunnels (the total tunnel length
is 10 km, the longest being 869 m), 84
major and 1,187 minor bridges (the
longest bridge is 457 m, 584 curves and
gradients touching 1 km in 60 km, special
skills are needed to run the iron-ore laden
trains. Because of the very steep gradient,
loaded trains coming down the mountain
needed enormous braking power
resulting in heavy wear of the rails.
Specially developed wear resistant rails
are now being used for the line.

The line carries about 15 million
tonnes of iron ore from Kirandul to Vizag
annually, with a part of it being exported

to Japan and the remaining consumed by
the domestic steel industries, including
the Essar and Vikram Ispat plants.

In 1966, I was posted at the Head
Office of HCC in Mumbai to assist my
boss in monitoring of existing under-
ground works and tendering for new
works and I left the D.B.K after gaining a
great experience. I am proud that I had
the opportunity to associate with
construction of the Kirundul- Kotta-
valasa (KK Line) - the engineering marvel
of Indian Railways.
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THE BOMBAY PUBLIC TRUST ACT,1950

SCHEDULE VIII
[VIDE RULE 17 (1)]

NAME OF THE PUBLIC TRUST : MARATHE PRATISHTHAN REG. NO. E-7918 (BOM)
INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED : 31ST MARCH, 2013

EXPENDITURE RS. RS. | INCOME RS. RS.
To Audit Fees 5,000.00 | By Intersest on Fixed Deposits 29,143.75
To Expenditure on the objects of Trust By Interest on Saving Bank Account

Mumbai Mukya Karyalaya Expeneses With Saraswat Co-op Bank, Worli 2,889.00

Annual Meeting Expenses 13,200.00 With UCO Bank, Pune 1,779.00 4,668.00
Postage Expenses (MU) 330.00

Printing & Stationery 172.00

Anita Khambete Smruti Yojana ® 1600.00

Hindi Prize Yojana ® 300.00

Scholarships and Prizes 2,200.00 17,802.00

Pune Branch Expenses By Hitguj Prakashan Income

Vardhapan Din Function 11,390.00 Advertisements 6,200.00

Postage Expenses 115.00 Transfer from Hitguj Nidhi 101,498.00 | 107,698.00
Printing & Stationery 31.00 11,536.00 | By Vardhapand Din Income 1,500.00
To Hitguj Praskashan Expenses By Transfer From

Hitguj Printing (Mumbai Head Office) 78,096.00 Anita Khambete Smruti Yojana 1,600.00

Hitguj Postage (Mumbai Head Office) 22,615.00 Hindi Prize Yojana 300.00

Hitguj Postage (Pune Branch) 727.00 101,438.00 1,900.00
To Income & Expenditure Account -

Deficit Being Excess of Income Over 9,133.75

Expenditure C/F To Balance Sheet

TOTAL | 1,44,909.75 TOTAL |1,44,909.75

Note : The Headings as per the Prescribed Subject to our report of Even Date

Form which are absent in the above For HMA & Associates

Statement Should be read As 'NIL' Chartered Accountants

For MARATHE PRATISHTHAN
Partner
Membership No. 103650
TRUSTEE TRUSTEE Date : 17-06-2013

THE BOMBAY PUBLIC TRUST ACT, 1950

SCHEDULE VI
[VIDE RULE 17 (1)]
NAME OF THE PUBLIC TRUST : MARATHE PRATISHTHAN REG. NO. E-7918 (BOM)
BALANCE SHETT AS AT... :31ST MARCH, 2013
FUNDS AND LIABITLIES RS. RS.| PROPERTY AND ASSETS RS. RS.
Kayam Nidhi Investments
Balance as per Last Balance Sheet 1,94,545.00 Fixed Deposits With
Add : HitChintak 5,00.00 Saraswat Co-op. Bank, Worli 2,26,598.00
Add : Life Member 2,900.00 | 1,97,945.00| Cosmos Co-op. Bank, Dadar 1,65,000.00
Janata Sahakari Bank, Dadar 1,82,542.00
TOTAL B/F | 1,97,945.00 TOTAL B/F |5,74,140.00
3% Q¥ o : feamel : S 033 + R




Kulvruttant Nidhi

Balance as per last Balance Sheet
Add : Donation

Add : Interest

Shikshan Nidhi
Balance as per last Balance Sheet
Add : Donation

Add : Interest

Sureshbhau Smruti Nidhi
Balance as per last Balance Sheet
Add : Interest

Udyog Pravartan Nidhi
Balance as per last Balance Sheet
Add : Interest

Vishishta Hetu Nidhi
Balance as per last Balance Sheet
Add : Interest

Yuva Manch Nidhi
Balance as per last Balance Sheet
Add : Interest

Udyojakta Paritoshah Nidhi
Donations During the Year

Add : Interest

Vaidyakiya Madat Nidhi
Balance as per last Balance Sheet
Add : Interest

Hitguj Nidhi

Balance as per last balance Sheet
Add : Subscription (MU)

Add : Subscription (PU)

Add : Collection (MU)

Add : Interest

Less : Transfer To | & E

Vinay Khambete Smruti Yojana
Balance as per last Balance Sheet
Add : Interest

Anita Khambete Smruti Yojana
Balance as per last Balance Sheet
Add : Interest

Less : Transfer To | & E A/c

Ganesh Tantric Shikshan Yojana

TOTAL B/F

22,257.67
3,000.00
2,448.33

5,71,753.46
20,000.00

5,91,753.46
62,892.54

90,166.73
9,918.27

70,944.29
7,803.71

1,96,462.45
21,610.55

1,817.26
199.74

24,445.71
2,689.29

45,998.46
5,059.54

2,40,625.39
2,25,002.00
25,500.00
42,101.00:
26,468.61
(1,01,498.00)

84,808.72
9,328.28

16,822.05
1,849.95
1,600.00

Balance as per last Balance Sheet
Add : Interest

25,568.05
3,032.95

TOTAL C/F

1,97,945.00

27,706.00

6,54,646.00

1,00,085.00

78,748.00

2,18,073.00

2,017.00

27,135.00

51,058.00

4,58,199.00

94,137.00

17,072.00

30,601.00

19,57,422.00

Jan Kalyan Sah. Bank, Dadar
Jan Kalyan Sah. Bank, Dadar
Jan Kalyan Sah. Bank, Sion
UCO Bank, Pune
U.T..-C.R.TS.

Interest Receivable

On Fixed Deposits With
Jan kalyan Sah. Bank Ltd., Sion
UCO Bank, Pune

T. D.S. Receivable
For 2011-2012
For 2012-2013

Cash and Bank Balances
Cash on Hand with
Mumbai Office

Pune Branch

Cash at Bank with
Saraswat Bank Ltd., Worli
UCO Bank, Pune

Loan From Udyog Pravartan Nidhi
Mohan Marathe (Sangali)
Mukund Marathe (Pune)

Loan From Shikshan Nidhi
Moreshwar Madukar Marathe (Pune)
Swapnil Digamber Marathe (Vengurla)
Ravindra R. Khambete (Mumbai)
Mayuresh D. Marathe (Ichalkarniji)

TOTAL B/F

75,000.00
1,10,000.00
3,36,034.30
9,06,289.00
59,000.00

34,457.00
1,52,893.62

938.00
1,990.00

1,038.00
217.50

2,56,444.46
38,536.68

10,000.00
13,000.00

20,000.00
20,000.00
20.000.00
12.,500.00

TOTAL C/F

5,74,140.00

20,60,463.30

1,87,350.62

2,928.00

1,255.00

2,94,981.14

23,000.00

72,500.00

26,42,478.06

& Q¥ a : fea sl : S 033+ ¢3




TOTAL B/F | 19,57,422.00 TOTAL B/F| 26,42,478.06

Hindi Paritoshik Yojana
Balance as per last Balance Sheet 1,706.24
Add : Interest 187.76
Less : Transfer to I/E Alc 300.00 1,594.00
Vaidik Shikshan Yojana
Balance as per last Balance Sheet 23,509.05
Add : Interest 2,5685.95 26,095.00
Shourya Paritoshik Yojana
Balance as per last Balance Sheet 3,953.57
Add : Interest 493.43 4,447.00
Pune Dainandini Yojana
Balance as per last Balance Sheet 1,59,976.04
Add : Interest 17,597.96 | 1,77,574.00
Building Fund (Pune)
Balance as per last Balance Sheet 1,43,584.55
Add : Donations 2,501.00
Add : Interest 15,793.00 | 1,61,878.55
Deposit For Hitguj
Received During the year 40,000.00
Current Liabilities & Provisions
Audit Fees 3747.20
Contribution to Charity Comm. 6,180.00
Bakshis Anamat 2,750.00 12,677.20
Income and Expenditure Account
Balance as per Last Balance Sheet 2,51,656.56
Add : Surplus being excess of

Income over Expenditure 9,133.75 | 2,60,790.31

TOTAL | 26,42,478.06 TOTAL 26,42,478.06

Subject to Our Report of Even Date

For HMA & Associates
Charterd Accountant

Note : The Headings as per the prescribed
Form which are absent in the above
Statement should be read as 'NIL'

For Marathe Pratishthan

Memebership No. 103650

Trustee Trustee Mumbai, Date 16-08-2012
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