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RAJEEV WAMANRAO MARATHE - by Sushil Keshavrao Marathe (page 240)

Born on 13 January 1967, at
Chhindawara (M.P.) my first Rajeev
is a person of multiple paths. On one
hand he has an excellent academic &
professional profile whereas on other
hand he has exhibited an illustrious
proficiency in Indian Music as a vo-
calist.

His Music journey started with an
casual entry in nearby music school
run by Shri Desai in Gwalior, and then
in Maharudra Mandal Sangeet
Vidyalaya in the nearby vicinity of his
home. The basics of Hindustani vocal
music were imbibed in him through
expert an dedicated tutelage of Shri
Desai & Smt. Kumud Godbole. Soon
at the tender age of 10 yrs in 1977
due to chnage in residence, Rajeev
found his ultimate guru in Dr. Arun
Bangre, the founder Principal of
Ravindra Sangeet Vidyalaya and the
disciple of Pt. Balasaheb Poonchwale
of Gwalior Gharana. He took special
training of Khayal gayaki under the
expert tutelage & guidance of Dr.
Bangre for 12 yrs till 1989. During the
same period he obtained the degree
of 'Sangeet Prabhakar' from Prayag
Sangeet Samiti, Allahabad in 1981. By
now the liking for classical musice in
him had turned into a passion. The
traces of musical genes in him could
be traced back to his grandfather Shri
Ramchandra Marathe, who was an
accomplished harmonium player.

In parallel, he was going ex-
tremely well in academics too. Stud-
ied in A.M.I. Shishu Mandir (where
his mother Smt. Pushpa Marathe also
taught Hindi & Mathematics) and
later in Miss Hills School, Gwalior.

When he completed his schooling,
there came a big dilemma over which
path to be chosen for career- Engi-
neering or Music? His brother
Sanjeev Wamanrao Marathe eqully
exhibited strong and coviction to
pursure engineering and B.E. in Elec-
tronics.

However with a strong sense of
self-belief, die to equal liking towards
music amd academics, he exhibited a
strong conviction to pursue engineer-
ing as well as music with same pas-
sion & vigor. He obtained degree of
B. Music (Vocal) from Indira Kala
Vishvavidyalaya, Khairagarh (then in
Madya Pradesh) in 1987 and B.E.
(Electronics) from Madhav Institute
of Technology & Science, Gwalior in
Electronics discipline (Jiwaji Universit,
Gwalior) in 1988. Due to constant
motivation from his father, Shri
Wamanrao Ramchandra Marathe &
mother Smt. Pushpa Marathe he could
strike a fine balance in pursuing the
both streams.

After serving with Philips-India,
Ltd. Mumabi for-a brief period of 2
and half years, he joined Defense
Research & Development Organiza-
tion (DRDO), Ministry of Defense,
Govt. of Indiain February 1991. Since
then he is working as defense scien-
tist in Instruments Research & De-
velopment Establishmet (IRDE),
Dehardun.

In his professional field he has
excelled thoughout his carrier and now
is working as Joint Director. He also
obtained his masters (Master of Tech-
nology, Control Systems) from the
prestigious IIT Kanpur ins 1997. He

also bagge DRDO Young Scientist of
the Year award in the year 2000 and
many more group technology awards
for developin new technologies and
devices for defense applications. He
has travelled extensively in different
countries for different joint develop-
ment programs. He has to his credit
many technical papers in reputed in-
ternational of and national journals. He
is also on the review panel for Optical
Engineering Journal of SPIE (Inter-
national Society of Optics &
Photonics). He has also presented
research papers/in International &
National Conferences. He works in
the area of Platform Stabilization
(intertial), robust control algorithms,
fuzzy controllers and neural networks.
In parallel, in the field of music
too, he became disciple of Pt.
Vasudevrao Deshpande of Agra
Gharana for a brief period of 3 yrs.
He won first prize in All India Classi-
cal Vocal Competition at BITS Pilani
and participated in prestigious Yuva
Sangeet & Nirtiya Mahotsava orga-
nized by South Central Zone Cultural
Centre, Ministry of Human Resources
Development and Govt. of India in
Tirupati & Nagpur. He has given many
solo performances in many cities like
Gwalior, Jhansi, Ujjain, Katni, Mumbai,
Pune, Dehardun, Rishikesh, Haridwar,
Lakhimpur, Kanpur etc. He has
awareded Doon Ratna Puraskar by
Sanskar Tere du-ciel, France in their
prestigious Indian Music Festival. Stal-
warts like Pt. Hari Prasad Chaurasia
also participated in this festival.
Apart from concerts he has
penned many articles on Musicm in
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which a seriess of articles called as
Dhwani mudrkaon ka Rasaswadan is
worth mentioning. He has also com-
posed many compositions (Bandishes)
in different ragas & talas. He has also
created a new Raga 'Arun' named
after his guru which received rave
reviews and comments from differ-
ent musicians and critics.

While in IIT, he also developed a
back propagating neural network
which was successfully trained to
identif the suitable time for a raga ren-
dition according to time theory of
Hindustani Music. This project was
highly acclaimed by many.

His wife Mrudula Marathe is also
an accomplished Kathak dancer and

is working as a music & dance teacher
in Touchwood School at Dehardun.
She also gives regular performances
in light music genre and also has cho-
reographed many dances and ballets
on different occasions for different
institutions. Needless to say, she acts
as a fine constructive critic for his
musical endeavors. His daughters
Ojaswini & Swarmayee are also tal-
ented in their respective fields of En-
glish Literature and Kathak dance.
Rajeev and Mrudula have cut two
albums viz. "Bhagwan Mere Adhar
Tumhi Ho" (Hindi Bhajans and 'Mere
Ek Sapne Me' (Hindi romantic Melo-
dies) and an album on Marathi
Abhangas is to be released shortly.

As the DRDO job is becoming
more and demanding now, with higher
responsibilities, it is extremely challeng-
ing to cope up with both the fronts -
technical & music. However, Rajeev
is efficiently working hard on both
fronts and excelling in both the fields,
which is indeed a matter of proud for
the family. We as a family wish him a
great success in all his endeavors.

- geiter SHvTaTE WS,

(9. %0)
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If the plural of man is always called men,

ENGLISH -ENGLISH

We'll begin with a box, and the plural is boxes,
But the plural of ox becomes oxen, not oxes;
One fowl is a goose, but two are called geese,
Yet the plural of moose should never be meese;
You may find a lone mouse or a nest full of mice,

Yet the plural of house is houses, not hice.
If teachers taught, why didn't preachers praught ?

If a vegetarian eats vegetables,

We find that quicksand can work slowly,

boxing rings are square;

A guinea pig is neither from Guinea nor is it a pig.
Why is it that writers write; but fingers don't fing,
Grocers don't groce & hammers don't ham ?

Why shouldn't the plural of pan be called pen ?

If I speak of my foot and show you my feet,

And I give you a boot, would a pair be called beet ?
If one is a tooth and a whole set are teeth,

Why shouldn't the plural of booth be called beeth ?

Then one may be that, & three would be those,
Yet hat in the plural would never be hose;

And the plural of cat is cats, not cose.

We speak of a brother & also of brethren,

But though we say mother, we never say methren.
Then the masculine pronouns are he, his & him,
But imagine the feminine: she, shis & shim !

Let's face it - English is a crazy language.

There is no egg in eggplant nor ham in hamburger;
Neither apple nor pine in pineapple.

English muffins weren't inventedin England .

We take English for granted,

what does a humanitarian eat ?

Sometimes I think all people who speak English
Should be in an asylum for the verbally insane.

In what other language do people recite at a play,
and play at a recital ?

We ship by truck but send cargo by ship ...

We have noses that run & feet that smell;

We park in a driveway & drive in a parkway.

And how can a slim chance & a fat chance be the same,
while a wise man & a wise guy are opposites ?

You have to marvel at the unique lunacy of a language
in which your house can burn up as it burns down;

In which you fill in a form by filling it out,

& in which an alarm goes off by going on.

If Fatheris Pop ....
how come Mother's not Mop ? ? ? ?

but if we explore its paradoxes,
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RAMAKANT - PERSONAL LIFE SKETCH 4

- off. WeRa qya fagie (9.6%3)

‘MY LEARNING GROUND - THE HCC

During my stint with Tata Power,
Tunnel excavation at Dongarwadi
went on till June 1962. There was a
lot to learn when tunnel excavation
was going on.  Thereafter, when
installation of concrete lining of the
tunnel started, there was nothing
much to learn as It was a repeated
run of the mill job. | therefore
decided to seek a change.

| joined The Hindustan
Construction Co. Ltd. [HCC] in
September 1962. Pioneering
industrialist Late Seth Walchand
Hirachand who was a great visionary,
started his construction organization
by taking up the contract for
construction of the Barsi Light
Raillway. Indue course of time, his
construction organization developed
into HCC. Late Seth Walchand was
a person with immense foresight.
Around 1920’s he along with Late
Seth Narottam Morarjee went out to
set up one of the oldest Indian
shipping companies — Scindia Steam
Navigation Co. Ltd.  In the year
1941, this was followed by setting
up of India’s first ship-building and
repair facility — Scindia Shipyard
which is now known as Hindustan
Shipyard Ltd. Late Seth Walchand
also set India’s first organization for
manufacture and repairs of military
aircrafts at Bangalore and named it
as Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd. This
culture of ‘Firsts’ also trickled into
HCC.

India’s first Undersea  Oil
Pipeline from Butcher Island to on-
shore storage facility in Mumbaiwas
laid by HCC with technical know-how
from Merritt Chapman of England.

India’s first. Goncrete.Dam which
came upsacross/River Vaitarna in

Maharashtra was constructed by
HCC. This was probably the first
project in India where a Cableway
and Chilling Plant for cooling of sand
and aggregates. A Cableway
comprises of a set of cables
spanning across a river valley where
a dam is under construction. It is
used for picking up concrete and
other materials from the river bank
and lower them down to the spots
underneath. For concreting of
critical structures, during periods of
high temperature, cooled sand and
aggregates concrete are used in
concrete to lower the heat generated
during the process of hydration to
prevent development of concrete.

Koyna Hydroelectric Project of
Maharashtra was the first project with
an underground power generation
facility. The facility was constructed
by HCC. For construction of inclined
pressure shafts, HCC had imported
Alimak Raise Climbers, which were
used probably for the firsttime in
India. For easierfand faster
construction, steeply inclined tunnels
are many a times.excavated bottom
upwards. These climbers which are
in the form of foldable platforms and
backup trolleys, moving on specially
designed railassemblies fixed at the
crown of the tunnel, provide access
to the advancing tunnel face for
drilling and blasting etc. After each
blast; the blasted muck
automatically rolls down to the
bottom and the access platform is
moved up to commence face drilling
simultaneously with mucking.

HCC constructed the first
concrete arch dam for the IdukKki
Hydroelectric Project in Kerala.
Concrete poured in arch dams needs

post-cooling for a period of about a
month for prevention of development
of micro-cracks. Forthe purpose of
post-cooling, a network of pipes is
placed in the concrete being poured
and chilled brine is circulated through
the pipes, in a controlled manner, to
absorb the heat generated due to
hydration.

India’s first Underground Metro
was constructed in Calcutta.
Though, most of the route' was below
existing roads, two sections;, each
about 400 m. long:near Chitpur Yard
and Belgachia Tram/Depot had to be
located below. existing old, thickly,
populated.buildings.” For this work,
the required.compressed air shield
had been procured by Calcutta
Metrorail from Russia. This was
probably the first time compressed
airshield was used for tunnelling in
India. HCC won the tender and
became a pioneer in the field.

HCC also constructed about 10
km. length of the Calcutta Metro
under the road leading from
Chowrangee to Shyam Bazaar by Cut
& Cover Method. This section of
the road had very heavy traffic and
with old populated buildings on both
sides. Traffic was therefore made
to move on temporary decks
supported on diaphragm walls and
braced piles while construction went
on underneath with the use of low-
headroom earthmoving equipment
with the help of Japanese Joint
Venture Partners.

India’s first Pumped Storage
Hydroelectric Project came up at

Kadamparai in  Tamilnadu.
Underground Power Station was
constructed by HCC.
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Diversion Dam, Water Conductor
System and the Underground Power
Station for the Yamuna Hydroelectric
Project, Stage Il Part 1 was
constructed by HCC. In a 90 m.
stretch of the 6 km. long Head Race
Tunnel, excavated periphery that
was under high stress used to dilate
immediately after each blast causing
rock falls. The only solution wasuse
of Sprayed Concrete i.e. Shotcrete.
This was the first time Shotcrete was
used in India. HCC successfully
tackled the problem by importing
technicians and equipment from
Europe.

In addition to all these ‘Firsts’,
HCC has completed many
prestigious projects and has its
presence in Dams, Bridges,
Harbours, Nuclear, Thermal and
Hydro Power Stations, Tunnels,
Roads and Infrastructure Projects.

| was fortunate enough to be
associated with all the ‘Firsts’ except
the Undersea QOil Pipe Line and
Vaitarna Dam which were completed
before I joined HCC.

HCC was a professionally
managed organization led by
proficient management and erudite
executives. Engineers and staff were
highly motivated and efficient.
Engineers were treated like officers
and were given lot of respect.
Management even went out of wayto
help them in solving their personal
problems. Merit was duly recognized
and adequately compensated. All
this created a deep sense of
belonging and everyone was proud to
identify himself with HCC

Engineers who would keep their
eyes and ears open got lot of
opportunities for advancement.
Negligence was never pardoned.
Mistakes committed out of ignorance
were tolerated and guidance was
given for correction.

In 1966, | was posted atthe'Head
Office of HCC in Mumbai to assist
my boss in monitering of existing

underground works and tendering for
new works. My boss knew that before
coming to Mumbai, my project site
boss had trained me in planning and
preparation of tenders for new works.
He therefore asked me to prepare a
tender for a small tunnel project and
warned me that | will have to
satisfactorily answer all his queries.
This was my test. After my boss
studied all the documentation | had
prepared, he called me and told me
that he had no queries as everything
was clearly set out. This opened the
doors for me and | started handling
bigger and bigger tenders.

| learnt design of Drilling and
Blasting Patterns from my cousin
who was a mining engineer from UK
was in charge of Sales of Cons-
truction Equipment with a multi-
national organization. He also gave
me deep insight into various available
construction plants from world over,
including their comparative per-
formance characteristics and special
aspects.

While in service with HCC, in
1970, | completer a three year part-
time course in Business
Management leading to¢Post-
graduate Diploma in Business
Management from Jamnalal Bajaj
Institute of Management Studies.of
Mumbai University. This gave me an
insight into Financial Planning, Laws
of Contracts andiCommercial Laws.
Thereafterythe work of preparation of
claims and arbitration' was added to
my portfoliod | used to prepare my
own notes with remarks on the
contract documents and contract
correspondence. These note and my
participation was appreciated by our
lawyers and a very senior barrister
even wrote to HCC that he found my
assistance very helpful and that | had
quite good knowledge regarding
contract and commercial laws.

In 1977, HCC decided to quote
for the Calcutta Metro Shield Tunnel
Work by forming a technical joint

venture with the Hungarians. | was a
member of the team for carrying out
negotiations. Because of my
techno-legal background, | got an
opportunity to draft the Joint-venture
Agreement. The agreement was so
much appreciated by my bosses that
thereafter | was involved in all the
Joint-venture formations.

By early 80’s HCC decided to
bring in external advisors for
introducing new management
concepts and standardization.
Because of standardization, special
recognition of merit and efficiency
were almost given a go-bye. This
demoralized efficient engineers and
there was a loss of sense of
belonging and HCC slowly started
slipping from its top position in the
construction industry.” This resulted
in an exodus by mid.80’s;

By then | had/gained valuable
experiencefin.many fields and |
decided to start my own practice as
an Engineering and Management
Consultant. | left HCC with a heavy
heart after a service of about 23 years
but my cordial relations with my
former bosses and colleagues
continued.

In the recent years, HCC has
started regaining its position under
the strong leadership of Shri. Ajit
Gulabchand.

Sorich is the background of my
Engineering and Professional Alma
Mater which was my real learning
ground. | kept my eyes and ears
open, boldly accepted challenges
and strived to make best out of all the
opportunities | got and ingeniously
used them for my advancement.

It is said that behind every
successful man there is a woman.
This saying is all the more true in
case of construction industry.
Families of persons working on
projects in remote areas are deprived
of family life. If they stay at site, they
have to be away from their school
going children. If ladies stay with the
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children they have to be away from
the husbands.

The industry is highly competit-
iveand everyone has to work for long
hours. At site the work goes on
round the clock and engineers are
at work from early morning till late
evening. General routine of the ladies
at the site is to finish cooking and

then meet for gossiping, have a nap
after lunch, go for a stroll in the
evening and then wait for the
husbands to return from work. This
is easier said than done as this is
the routine for all their life. However
it is really commendable as the
husband is always received at home
with a smile.

Therefore, whatever | am
today, | owe it to HCC and to my
lovely wife Shubha.
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A Wonderful Person : Sudha Murty

- Shymala Purandare

Sudha Kulkarni (Murty) is an
M.Tech in Computer Science. She
teaches the same subject to Post
Graduate students. She is the Chair-
person of the Infosys Foundation,
Though a prolific writer in Kannada,
sha has written an excellent English
Book ‘Wise and Otherwise’ whichhas
been translated into 13 Indian
Languages. This book is dedicated to
small children who are the citizens of
tomorrow and are expected to bring
good changes in our dear country.
Here are some good events taken
from her the beautifully written book
‘How I Taught My Grandmother To
read and other stories’

As a small village girl, she was
told countless stories by her scholar
grandpa. These wonderful stories had
guided her throughout her life Great!

The first story throws light an the
strong willpower of small Sudha’s
intelligent, loving grandma who learnt
to read her past sixty. This so called
old lady touched the feet of the young
teacher and gifted her a Frock
material as a Guru Dakshina, The
small Guru returned the gift in the form
of her favourate novel. What a
marvellous bonding between the Guru
and the Disciple!!!

This story reflects the difference
between today’s nuclear family with
that of the joint family. Arrival of T. V.
and other modern gadgets have
removed the power of imagination of
the young generation,/Again there is
no affective bonding with the elder
people. Absense of an expert

storyteller is equated to the loss of
direct experience of different
emotions of young minds such as
horror, surprise, humair,

Another story tells the readers
about the expresident honorary Shri,
Abdul Kalam who was the principal
scientific secretory to the Govt. of
India. He has achieved his position
only on the basis of his merit, He has
a compassionate heart which lovesll
children.Our autor was invited to his
swearing in ceremony in the Central
Hall of the parliament. This place was
filled with kids, teachers, family
members, scientist and ordinary
middle class people. What an amazing
scence to watch at indead!

‘Appro J.R.D.’ is very interesting.
Appro means ours in Gujarati
language, Sudhadidi met him in
‘Bombay House’ for the first time and
Bharatrantna J.R.D. became a role
model to her on account of his
simplicity, generosity, the care he took
of his employees and his kindness.
She was a young; bright, bold and an
idealistic Engineer who came through
an advertisement, from TELCO
stating, ‘Lady Canddidates need not
apply’. She was very upset with this
gender discrimination and expressed
her anger on a postcard. But after
meeting J.R.D. personally, she came
to know about his rare qualities. His
impact on her mind is so intense that
she has his photograph in her office
Starting her day by showing her
gratitude to this real human being.

‘A Wedding in Russia’ informs us

about an unique custom in Russia.
Any wedding takes place normally
either on a Saturday or a Sunday.
Irrespective of the season after
signing the register at the marriage
officem the married couples must visit
the important national monuments
near by Everday in this country, has
to serve in the military at least or a
couple of years. Regardless of his
position, he has to wear his service
uniform for this function'as.a mark of
gratitude. This is"because the
forefathers had given their lives in
various wars their‘beloved country
had faught. So the newly married boy
and girl.opt for their blessings. Love
for the country is more precious than
marriage celebrations. Isn’t it a lesson
we, Indians have to learn who have
extravagant wedding celebrations?
In short, this back is a delightful
collection of short stories. They
recount real life incidents from the
honest life of Sudha Murty. Every
sentence of this 133 page book is
worth reading. She is a loving grand
daughter an affectionate daughter, a
co-operative wife, a dutiful mom, a
great teacher, a true friend, a sincere
social worker and the best selling
writer.
We are very proud of you
Sudhatai
We wish thousands of such
Sudha to be born in our country.
- Shyamla Purandare (9.944),
27 B, Vrindavan Society, Panchavati,
Pashan, Pune 411 008
Mobile : 9403625724
Phone : 020-25898534
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