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RAMAKANT - PERSONAL LIFE SKETCH 2

- . WeRa AHa fagi (9.633)

‘MY YEARS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ROORKEE’

Roorkee was famous for its University, Cantonment Area comprising mainly of Bengal Engineers Group of the
Corps of Engineers of Indian Army and the Central Building Research Institute. Apart from these establishments,
Roorkee was a sleepy little town in Uttar Pradesh [now Uttarakhand]. Roorkee is located north-east of Delhi at a
distance of about 180 kms. on the Delhi — Haridwar Route. Haridwar is only about 32 kms. from Roorkee. The town
is on the bank of Ganga Canal, which has a flow more than most rivers in Maharashtra. Motto of the University was
“Shramam vina na kimapi sadhyam”.

University of Roorkee [now IIT Roorkee ] has its origins in a class started in 1845 to train local youth in engineering
to assist in public works It was named as the Thomason College of Civil Engineering in 1854 in honour of its founder, Sir
James Thomason, Lieutenant Governor.

Initially, the college had engineering class only for Europeans, upper subordinate class for Europeans and Indians and
lower subordinate class for Indians only. Such was the reputation of the college, that the recruitment of the Engineering
students was directly controlled by the Public Works Departments (PWD). Every student was guaranteed a post in the
PWD / irrigation departments..

Between 1934 to 1943, officers of the Indian Army Corps of Engineers received training at the Thomason College
of Engineering and, even after the establishment of the School of Military Engineering (SME) at Roorkee in 1943, they
continued to receive technical training at Thomason. In 1948, SME was moved to Dapodi, Pune.- In November 1949, it
was given the status of University and was titled University of Roorkee.

On 21 September 2001, the Government of India declared it as the nation’s seventh Indian Institute of
Technology, renaming it to the current name, Indian Institute of Technology Roorkee.

The eighteen month long period of post graduation at the University of Roorkee was a highly memorable period.
It changed my outlook and life style.

One Mr. S. B. Joshi who was a very eminent Bridge Designer-and Constructor was a very close friend of my
father. In fact he was my mentor. He knew many famous Roorkee Alumnae and was convinced that Courses at
Roorkee change the outlook of engineers and teaches them how to approach problems rationally. Mr. Joshi advised
me to do some post-graduation at Roorkee. After my graduation in 1959, I had decided to seek a job and not continue
to be a burden on my parents. Mr. Joshi gave me a loan to meet all'my expenses for the full course and also advised
me to study hard for the examination to get qualified for a government scholarship. I qualified for the government
scholarship of Rs.150 per month which was a handsome amount but was just sufficient to meet the expenses of
post-graduation at Roorkee.

Because of its old connection with the military, the university was just like a military academy and a very highly
disciplined organization. Administration was very strict about attendance and punctuality and progress. The senior
most professor who was designated as Dean of' Students used to keep a close watch on attendance and punctuality
and progress of students and would warn and reprimand erring students.

Total strength of students was only about six hundred. It was a totally residential university. Daily routine of
under-graduate students was well planned. Students had to attend lectures in the morning and tutorials in the afternoon.
In the tutorials, the tutors-helped students to solve engineering problems. There was a tutor for almost every ten
students. There were weekly and monthly tests covering the weeks and months syllabus. Students were thus made
to concentrate on their studies throughout the year. No wonder, annual results were almost hundred percent.

The university was also particular about extra-curricular activities and entertainment. In the evening attendance
at Games was compulsory for undergraduates. They had to learn boating, riding, tennis, squash, badminton etc. by
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term wise rotation. The university had enough number of courts and coaches and students did not have to wait much
for their turns. The university had its own theater and each class was allotted a particular day of the week to watch
movies. The university had its own theater and each class was allotted a particular day of the week

After dinner students had to complete their assignments for submission the next morning. On the day allotted for
movies, evening used to be free and there were no assignments to be submitted the next day. There was ragging but
it was within tolerable limits.

In winter, undergraduates had to wear university blazer with university tie, grey trousers and black shoes and for
postgraduate students suit was compulsory, not only in the class rooms but also for all meals. Mess timings were
very strictly observed. Entry to the Mess was only in a slot of ten minutes. There used to be oval tables with about
twelve chairs and waiter for each table. Use of knives and forks was compulsory.

The university had its own hospital with about ten beds and fully qualified staff. A student feeling unwell had to
report to the Medical Officer who would direct the Mess to provide prescribed ‘sick diet, and would also recommend
exemption from class attendance. When the then president of India had visited Roorkee and inspected the hospital
there was no in-patient and the President remarked that he was very happy that the university has such a good
facility and the he was happier that there were in in-patients there.

In most of the colleges, not much importance is given to practical training. At Roorkee, Civil Engineering under-
graduates were made to prepare mortar and concrete and construct masonry with their own hands. At that time, in
our colleges, for practicals in surveying, groups of about ten students were formed and one survey instrument is
given to the group. During survey practicals, one or two serious students would take the readings<and record the
readings and others would spend their time as a picnic. In Roorkee, there used to be groups of two:students and one
had to take the readings and the other had to record the readings. Thus, students from Roorkee were better trained
than their peers from other universities.

At Roorkee old traditions were still in vogue. Post-graduate students had to share a valet between two students
at about Rs. 40 per month. Mess Food was very rich and delicious and

Mess bill used to be about Rs.80 per month. scholarship of Rs.150 per month which though was a handsome
amount, was just sufficient to meet monthly expenses.

Convocation used to be a Grand Ceremony. Guest at the convocation generally used to be the President or Vice-
president of India, Governor or Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh. Every student.received the degree at the hands of
the chief guest. To make the ceremony spectacular, a dress-rehearsal.was held on the previous evening and only
those students who attended the dress-rehearsal could receive theirr degree ‘at the hands of the chief guest. Each
recipient of the degree was allotted a chair with a number. Three circles were marked in front of the dais. Three
students as per their serial number were to stand in front of the dais. After announcement of his name, the student
from the first circle would go up the steps, shake hand with the Guest, receive his degree, shank hand again, turn
around, walk down the steps and stand in front of the dais in the area marked for taking the oath. The oath was
administered by the Guest, group-wise.

The university was highly considerate in attending to the problems of students. In case of any problems, students
could easily approach any top officer including the vice-chancellor of the university. Many of the post-graduate
students like me were dependent on scholarship which was funded by the University Grant’s Commission. Postgraduate
courses were in two steps. The first year, led to a Post Graduate Diploma to qualify for submitting a dissertation for
the Masters Degree. Thereafter, acceptance/of dissertation led to the Master’s Degree. While I was doing my post-
graduate diploma, we did not receive our scholarship money almost for nine months due to procedural delays at the
University Grant’s Commission. When we approached the registrar, he told us that he would grant us time for
payment of our mess bills and examination fees till the scholarship money was received. We were allowed to appear
for our examinations and even the results were declared. However, as per Government Rules, we would not be able
to receive our diplomas at the Convocation. He admitted that we were getting harassed for no fault of ours and he
therefore directed the/deputy registrar to go and sit in Delhi and return with the scholarship money. This worked and
after about ten days, he returned with our scholarship money and our convocation was smooth.

The students had to complete their dissertation at the university under the supervision of a guide. When I had
almost completed preparation of my dissertation, I got a very lucrative offer from Tata Power. It was too good to
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give a go bye. With the help of my guide, I got a special permission from the University to complete my dissertation while
working with Tata Power at their project site near Pune. It helped me to complete my post-graduation while earning.

When I joined the post-graduation course at Roorkee, I had just come out of graduate course from Poona
University. Post-graduation was a very different experience. Initially I had some difficulty in getting used to the
strict regimentation, Post-graduates did not have tutorial classes and games were not compulsory. Lectures were mainly
in the form of guidance and we had to a lot of reading at the well equipped library. We had frequent group discussions
and seminars where we had to present papers on allotted subjects. Papers in the examinations did not have any direct
questions and were in the form of debatable topics. Therefore, unless a student had really studied the subjects in
depth, it was difficult to answer. All standard reference books also used to be available in the examination hall.

Such was the University of Roorkee. Though the management was very strict, it took good care of the students,
imparted them excellent education, developed them not only in academics but also in sports, gave them practical
training, treated them like officers and trained them to be and behave like officers and that is what made me one.

My stay at Roorkee was only for about 18 months during the years 1959 and 1960. All the description in the
article pertains to that period. University of Roorkee has now become Indian Institute of Technology Roorkee.
I have not had any occasion to visit Roorkee thereafter. By now five decades have passed and things may have
changed a lot.

the Life of Late Smt. Ramabai and largely based on my father’s book. My mother is from Kurlekar Family. Late Smt.
Ramabai was her fathe’s father’s sister.

Most of the persons for our Vidwans Clan are either Engineers or directly or indirectly connected with the field of
engineering. My father’s great-grandfather — Late Mahadev Vyenkatesh Vidwans became an engineer in-the year 1850. He
was one of the first five persons selected by the British Administration to be trained as engineers and worked with the then
Public Works Department. However, my father and his father were exceptions.

I had my basic education in the Nutan Marathi Vidyalaya and college education up to Intermediate Examination in
Science in the Nowrosjee Wadia College at Pune. Thereafter, I did my Bachelor of Engineering from Walchand College of
Engineering, Sangli and my Degree Master of Engineering from the University of Roorkee. Thereafter, while serving with
the Hindustan Construction Co. Ltd., at Mumbai, I attended a three years part-time
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THE BOMBAY PUBLIC TRUSTACT, 1950
SCHEDULE VIl
[VIDE RULE 17 (1)]

NAME OF THE PUBLIC TRUST : MARATHE PRATISHTHAN REG. NO. E-7918 (BOM)
INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED : 31ST MARCH, 2012

EXPENDITURE RS. RS. INCOME RS. RS.
To Audit Fees 2,247.20 By Intersest on Fixed Deposits 20,160.22
To Expenditure on the objects of Trust By Interest on Saving Bank Account
Mumbai Mukya Karyalaya Expeneses With Saraswat Co-op Bank, Worli 1,773.00
Annual Meeting Expenses 15,100.00 With UCO Bank, Pune 7,800.00 9,573.00
Postage & Distribution 620.00

15,720.00 By Hitguj Prakashan Income
Kulsammellan Expenses Advertisements 4,950.00
Kulsammellan Function 24,650.00 Subscription from Members 19,351.00
Honorarium 2,420.00 Transfer From Hitguj Nidhi 71,540.78 95,841.78
Rent 8,100.00 35,170.00
Pune Vardhapan Din Expenses
Printing, Distribution Etc. 1,481.00 By Receipt From Sale of Kulvritant 800.00
To Hitguj Praskashan Expenses By Kulsammellan Income
Hitguj Printing (Mumbai Head Office) 64,641.00 Subscription From Members 29,950.00
Hitguj Postage (Mumbai Head Office) 29,380.00
Hitguj Postage (Pune Branch) 5,138.00 99,159.00
To TDS Receivable return off 14,412.00
To Income Tax 3,890.00

To Income & Expenditure Account
Surplus Being Excess of Income
Over Expenditure C/F To Balance Sheet

(15,754.20)
TOTAL |1,56,325.00 TOTAL | 1,56,325.00
Note : The Headings as per the Prescribed Subject to our report of Even Date
Form which are absent in the above For HMA & Associates
Statement Should be read As 'NIL' Chartered Accountants
For MARATHE PRATISHTHAN

Partner

Membership No. 103650
TRUSTEE TRUSTEE MUMBAI DATED 16-08-2012

THE BOMBAY PUBLIC TRUST ACT, 1950

SCHEDULE VI
[VIDE RULE 17 (1)]
NAME OF THE PUBLIC TRUST : MARATHE PRATISHTHAN REG. NO. E-7918 (BOM)
BALANCE SHETT AS AT... :31ST MARCH, 2012
FUNDS AND LIABITLIES RS. RS. PROPERTY AND ASSETS RS. RS.
Kayam Nidhi Investments
Balance as per Last Balance Sheet 1,88,395.00 Fixed Deposits With
Add : Donation 5,000.00 Saraswat Co-op. Bank, Worli 1,97,851.00
1,93,395.00 Cosmos Co-op. Bank, Dadar 1,65,000.00
Janata Sahakari Bank, Dadar 1,82,542.00
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Kulvruttant Nidhi
Balance as per last Balance Sheet
Add : Interest

Shikshan Nidhi
Balance as per last Balance Sheet
Less : Used

Add : Interest

Sureshbhau Smruti Nidhi
Balance as per last Balance Sheet
Add : Interest

Udyog Pravartan Nidhi
Balance as per last Balance Sheet

Add : Interest

Vishishta Hetu Nidhi
Balance as per last Balance Sheet
Add : Interest

Yuva Manch Nidhi
Balance as per last Balance Sheet
Add : Interest

Udyojakta Paritoshah Nidhi
Donations During the Year
Add : Interest

Vaidyakiya Madat Nidhi
Balance as per last Balance Sheet
Add : Interest

Hitguj Nidhi

Balance as per last balance Sheet
Add : Donation (Pune)

Add : Interest

Less : Transfer to | & E Alc

Vinay Khambete Smruti Yojana
Balance as per last Balance Sheet
Add : Interest

Anita Khambete Smruti Yojana
Balance as per last Balance Sheet
Add : Interest

Ganesh Tantric Shikshan Yojana
Balance as per last Balance Sheet
Add : Interest

TOTAL B/F

20,650.00
1,607.67

5,62,000.00
(34,000.00)

5,28,000.00
43,753.46

83,654.00
6,512.73

65,820.00
5,124.29

1,82,272.00
14,190.45

1,686.00
131.26

22,680.00
1,765.71

42,676.00
3,322.46

3,01,706.92
6,401.00
23,489.47
(71,540.00)

78,683.00
6,125.72

15,607.00
1,215.06

25,870.00
1,698.05

1,93,395.00

22,257.67

5,71,753.46

90, 166.73

70,944.29

1,96,462.45

1,817.26

24,445.71

45,998.46

2,60,056.61

84,808.72

16,822.05

27,884.06

Jan Kalyan Sah. Bank, Dadar

Jan Kalyan Sah. Bank, Shivaji Park
Jan Kalyan Sah. Bank, Sion

UCO Bank, Pune

U.T.I.-C.R.TS.

Interest Receivable

On Fixed Deposits With
Jan kalyan Sah. Bank Ltd., Sion
UCO Bank, Pune

T. D.S. Receivable
For 1998-1999
For 1999-2000
For 2000-2001
For 2001-2002
For 2002-2003
For 2003-2004
For 2011-2012

Less : Written off

Cash and Bank Balances
Cash on Hand with
Mumbai Office

Pune Branch

Cash at Bank with
Saraswat Bank Ltd.; Worli
UCO Bank, Pune

Loan. From Shikshan Nidhi
Ravindra R. Khambete
Preeta Karmarkar

Loan From Pravartan Nidhi
Mohan Marathe, Sangali

Mukund Marathe, Pune

TOTAL B/F

75,000.00
1,10,000.00
2,97,749.30
8,17,563.00

59,000.00

49,039.00
74,625.62

2,262.00
4,968.00
2,188.00
2,296.00
2,002.00
696.00
938.00
15,350.00
14,412.00

1,995.00
33,465.50

21,863.85
76,530.18

20,000.00
10,000.00

19,04,705.30

1,23,664.62

938.00

35,460.50

98,394.03

30,000.00

10,000.00

13,000.00




Hindi Paritoshik Yojana
Balance as per last Balance Sheet
Add : Interest

Vaidik Shikshan Yojana
Balance as per last Balance Sheet
Add : Interest

Shourya Paritoshik Yojana
Balance as per last Balance Sheet
Add : Interest

Pune Dainandini Yojana
Balance as per last Balance Sheet
Add : Interest

Kalasammellan
Donation during the year

Building Fund (Pune)

Balance as per last Balance Sheet
Add : Donations

Add : Interest

Current Liabilities & Provisions
Audit Fees

Contribution to Charity Comm.
Bakshis Anamat

Income and Expenditure Account

Balance as per Last Balance Sheet

Add : Surplus being excess of
Income over Expenditure

TOTAL C/F | 16,06,812.47
1,583.00
123.24 1,706.24
21,811.00
1,698.05 23,509.05
3,668.00
285.57 3,953.57
1,48,421.00
11,555.04 | 1,59,976.04
6,000.00 6,000.00
1,00,414.00
35,353.00
7,817.55 | 1,43,584.55
3747.20
6,180.00
2,750.00 12,677.20
2,73,697.53
(15,754.20) | 2,57,943.33
TOTAL | 2,216,162.45

TOTAL C/F| 22,16,162.45

TOTAL C/F| 2,216,162.45

Note : The Headings as per the prescribed

Form which are absent in the above
Statement should be read as 'NIL'
For Marathe Pratishthan

Trustee Trustee

The above Sheet to the best of our

belief contains a true account of the Funds
and liabilites and of the property & Assets

of the Trust

Subject to Our Report of Even Date

For HMA & Associates
Charterd Accountant

Memebership No. 103650
Mumbai, Date 16-08-2012
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TAKING THE PLUNGE!

I had never realised the passion og having a hobby till I started swimming at the age of 65. It's been 23 years
since and it has opened up a whole new world for me.

All through my working life, I sold products like cosmetics, stationery and what have you. When I wasn't
working, I spent time with my family. Days and months went by and I kept plodding on, leading a monotonous life.
Then my kids got married and they, in turn, had kids. After I retired, I spent a lot of time with my grandchildren.
Then, one fine day, I decided to teach my four year-old granddaughter how to swim and instantly. memories of
learning to swim as a child flooded in. I remembered how much I loved swimming and wondered why I had ever
quit. After that, there was no looking back.

Today, at the age of 88, I am a regular swimmer at a pool in Mumbai. In fact, I have been a regular since the pool
was inaugurated in 1989; I swim daily from 8 am to 9am. I simply enjoy the feel of water all around me. It's become
a habit and I can't do without my daily dose. What a wondeful change.

People at the pool encourage me to pursue my passion, It is very refreshing‘to have strangers support and
encourage me. It isn't every day that you have someone you don't know come up to you, especially in a metro city
and show interest in your opinions, Also, young swimmers look to me for guidance and I am more than happy to
share everything I can with them.

One thing led to another and I started teaching young children to swim-at the pool. Their happy faces give me
sheer pleasure and I could ask for nothing else in return, I have also collected.so many precious memories along the
way. For instance, there was a six year old mentally and physically challenged boy who was learning to swim. I had
to be very careful while guiding him. And when he took to swimming regularly, there were noticable changes in
him. It was a warm feeling just to have the child smile back at me.

Swimming has not only done wonders for me mentally and physically, it has also earned me some great friends.
I had always assumed that one makes friends when-one is young. But swimming has defied many beliefs. When I
began swimming I met Prakash Arurkar and now we're swimming buddies. We became good friends over the years
and he takes a detour to pick me up and drop me home in his car. He even drives me around for my tournaments.

Yes, I have won quite a few laurels for swimming. I have participatd in National events for senior citizens; won
tournaments in Nagpur and Amravati; [ have been felicitated at the MIG Club in Mumbai as a senior citizen swimmer
and participated regularly at district level events too. Perhaps my greatest achievement is having inspired my 58
years old son to take up swimming. One day I'hope to go swimming with my entire family.
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