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Prakashzot

Mukund Marathe (3.2v<) .versatile in music and in field of science ...astronomy..space sciences
(Shri Mukund Marathe, Vice President, Sanskar Bharati, Konkan Region)

Being the son of late Sangeet Bhushan Pandit Ram Marathe, it was natural that Mukund should have music in
his genes. He is gold medalist in M.Sc. Maths,Mumbai university, Diploma in Computer Management and
Programming. He has studied astronomy in depth and regularly conducts lectures at Mumbai University and Nehru
Planetorium, Worli and various institutes for last 25 Years. He has been an active participant in organizing cultural
programmes at Nehru Centre. Last year in 2010 he visited NASA U. S. A. and observatories in California for
observational studies in astonomy and space sciences. For 2 months..

Despite a professional career spanning 20 years, he has not forgotton his musical roots. He has passed the
Sangeet Visharad and Tabla Visharad examinations with flying colours.

He has had the privilege of learning Classical Music at the feet of Ulhas Kashalkar and Shri Shashikant Oak,
apart from his father. He has obtained guidance for light vocal music from Prabhakar Pandit, Yashwant Deo, Pandit
Govindrao Patwardhan and Snehal Bhatkar. He has learnt the finer points of the Tabla from Pandit Pandharinath
Nageshkar and Pandit Bhai Gaitonde and the “Pakhwaj” from the late Pandit Arjun Shejwal. He has also acted in
various musical dramas.

He has thrice received the silver medal for best singer-actor from the Govt. of Maharashtra. He has also won
the first prize in classical and light vocal music at various competitions .

Acted in a main role old and new musical dramas .. ... like matsyagandha, saubhadra, sharada, teen paishacha
tamasha, mruchhakatik , meghmalhar, duniya rang-rangili, sanshay —kallol,etc. ..

Allindiaradio B high grade artist and performed various progs on various channals.

He is great demand as a judge for various music competitions at university.and other places. He has also written
many articles on music and science for various publications. He runs an organization called “Naadbramha” which
organizes many musical events.

Felicitaed with so many musical and scientific awards all over country as well as abroad..

His daughter Kum. Swarangi has followed his footsteps in the field of music.and acting...
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RAMAKANT - PERSONAL LIFE SKETCH 1

- . WeRa AHa a5 (3.633)

I was born in Pune city in a Normal middle class family. My mother Late Malatibai Vidwans was from Kurlekar clan
and a matriculate for the good old era. She was from a family of medical Practitioners. Her father and two paternal uncles
were practicing doctors. One of her brothers and a younger sister are surgeons owning their own hospitals. All of them
have many doctors in the next generations. Even my younger sister Dr. Mrs. Vasudha Apte has followed suit and has
become an eminent Medico-jurist.

My father — Late Madhav Shriniwas Vidwans was a practicing lawyer at Pune. His father Late Bapu Vasudeo Vidwans
was a Hindu Law Prizeman of the then Bombay University and a close associate of Late Barrister Mukundrao Jaykar and
a few other eminent Advocates. In the year 1912, he had traveled to England in connection with a legal matter which was
before the Privy Council. Unfortunately, while returning from England, he got an attack of Appendicitis, his appendix burst
and he died a few days after landing at Mumbai. My father’s maternal grandparents were Late Justice Mahadev Govind
Ranadeand his wife Late Smt. Ramabai Ranade.

At present, a very popular marathi serial ‘Oonch Maza Zoka’ is being aired on Zee Marathi Channel. The serial is on the
Life of Late Smt. Ramabai and largely based on my father’s book. My mother is from Kurlekar Family. Late Smt. Ramabai
was her fathe’s father’s sister.

Most of the persons for our Vidwans Clan are either Engineers or directly or indirectly connected with the field of
engineering. My father’s great-grandfather — Late Mahadev Vyenkatesh Vidwans became an engineer in the year 1850. He
was one of the first five persons selected by the British Administration to be trained as engineers and worked with the then
Public Works Department. However, my father and his father were exceptions.

I had my basic education in the Nutan Marathi Vidyalaya and college education up to Intermediate Examination in
Science in the Nowrosjee Wadia College at Pune. Thereafter, I did my Bachelor of Engineering from Walchand College of
Engineering, Sangli and my Degree Master of Engineering from the University of Roorkee. Thereafter, while serving with
the Hindustan Construction Co. Ltd., at Mumbai, I attended a three years part-time course at the Jamnalal Bajaj Institute of
Management Studies and got my Post-graduate Diploma in Business Management. I also attended residential courses in
Cost Estimating and Pricing and Programme Evaluation and Review.Techniques-at the National Institute for Training in
Industrial Engineering, Powai

While I was in school, I appeared for the London Chamber of Commetee and passed my Book-keeping Examination
with Distinction. Before taking up engineering, I joined Indian Merchant Marine Training Ship ‘Dufferin’ as an Officer
Cadet. I stood 2nd in the all India Competitive Examination..I was a minor then and my father withdrew from the Training
Course on account of some domestic problems, I being the only son. During my college days, I was an NCC Cadet and
passed by ‘B’ Certificate Examination In NCC,I was rated as'a good marksman and got a one inch group in firing
practice.

In the year 1961, I married Miss Kusum Balkrishna Apte, daughter of an eminent Engineer and retired from Irrigation
Department of Government of Maharashtra as:Chief Engineer and Joint Secretary. Like her father, My wife — Shubha has
been a first class student and a topper, all through her career and did her M.A. and B.Ed. and was a very popular teacher
till her retirement in the year 1997.

In the Year 1960, I started my professional carrier with Tata Power Co. Ltd. at their Bhira New Tunnel Project at
Dongarwadi near Pune. Though Dongarwadi was only about 60 kms. from Pune, it was a really godforsaken place and my
‘Vanavas’ started there.

After completion of tunnelling at Dongarwadi, in the year 1963, I started my long stint with The Hindustan Construction
Co. Ltd. [HCC. My first-posting was at Koyna Hydel Project near Chiplun. Our camp was in a jungle, about 20 kms. away
from Chiplun, at thefoot of Sanhyadry Mountain and my ‘vanavas’ continued.

Thereafter, ' worked in Dandakaranya on the D. B. K. Railway Project which involved construction of twentythree
tunnels, many minor and major bridges etc. Dandakaranya stretched on the borders of Andhra, tentacle of Orissa, Madhya
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Pradesh and Maharashtra. Our camp was at the foot of of Anantagiri Ghat in Andhra Pradesh. It was in an Aranya in every
sense. We had fairly comfortable family accommodation in our camps. The camp has its own post office and a small
bazaar. Nearest town was 20 kms. away and nearest Vishakhapattnam was 45 kms. away. My ‘vanavas’ thus continued.

In 1966, I was posted at the Head Office of The Hindustan Construction Co. Ltd. and I continued there till 1985.
During this stint I got many opportunities to advance in my professional career. I could complete a couple of professional
courses and also get my Post-graduate Diploma in Business Management. This helped to totally broaden my vision. My
work involved planning of underground works, preparation of tenders for underground projects and attending to arbitrations.
Most of the underground works used to be in jungles and mountainous terrain and I had to make frequent visits to these
works. My ‘vanavas’ continued. All there projects were in Jungles and I had lot of opportunity to come in close contact
with tigers, leopards, bears and wild bores etc.

In 1977, Indian Railways had invited tenders for Construction of the Calcutta Metro. Major length of the Metro was
underground and passed through thickly populated area with many old buildings around. This was the first Metro in India
and we had to get know-how from abroad. HCC decided to form Technical Collaboration with some foreign organization.
My first travel abroad was to Europe This was the commencement of my ‘Pardeshgaman’. I had a hectic 40 day tour of
Europe visiting Metros in Italy, France, Germany, England, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Greece, Switzerland,
Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia and studying their technologies. Finally we zeroed on the Hungary and entered into a
Technical Collaboration with the Hungarians. I got the opportunity to prepare and sign the joint venture agreement and my
Business Management background which also included Law of Contracts and other commercial laws, helped . me a lot.
HCC won the tender for Tunnelling with the help of shields.

This opened for me, a new field of formation of Joint Ventures. I also participated in preparation of tenders for
overseas works but because of restrictive policies of the Government of India, Indians could not succeed. except for
works in Iraq. For these assignments I got many opportunities to travel to Europe, North Africa and Middle Eastern
countries. I used to travel out of India almost about four to five times every year and by now I must have traveled abroad
more than sixty to seventy timed.

All these projects were excellent learning grounds and gave me a very deep insight into the field of project engineering.

By 1985, I had with me extensive experience in tendering and planning for different type of projects and in particular
those involving underground construction and formation of joint ventures with foreign companies. I left HCC after a stint
of about 23 years and started my career as an Engineering and Management Consultant.

In my professional career I had quite a few achievements. I was instrumental in indigenous development of the
Technology of Lake Piercing [Lake tapping] which was till then the forte of Europeans. Along the course of many rivers,
there are huge deep bodies of stagnant water which get continually replenished during rainy season. In India such bodies
are called ‘Doh’. In lake tapping water from such natural lakes is tapped by constructing a tunnel to pierce the lake in
standing water. The assignment involved Design, Layout, Planning, Evolution of Methodology of Construction and
Supervision of Construction of the Submerged Water Intake Tunnel at Gadepan near Kota in Rajasthan for perennial water
supply to Chambal Fertilizers & Chemicals Ltd. by tapping a Doh in River Kalisindh at a standing water depth of 16 m.

I was accepted by Malaysian Railways as Technical Consultant to Indian Railway Construction Corporation for
Widening of Railway Tunnel in Residual Soils near Seremban using the New Austrian Tunnelling Technology.

I was accepted by the Government of Mauritius — as Associate Technical Consultant of Consulting Engineering
Services [India] P. Ltd. for Preparation of Detailed Project Repoprt on the Quoin Bluff Mountains and the Moka Saddle in
northern Mauritius

I was accepted by Ethiopian Road Development Authority as Associate Technical Consultant of Lea International Ltd.
for Rehabilitation of an old Road Tunnel near Tarmaber. This was in close competition with the Europeans.

I was accepted by the Asian Development Bank - [ADB] as Associate Technical Consultant of Kirloskar Consultants
for Preparation of Detailed Project Report on Tunnels in Katraj and Khambatki Mountains between Pune & Satara, for
Four Laning of National Highway No. 4

Mumbai Metro Planning Group — a group comprising of Indian and Foreign Organizations headed by Tata Consultancy
Services had undertaken a study to update Technical Feasibility of Totally Underground Construction. I had participated
in selection of wvertical & horizontal alignment, evolving most Economic Methodology of Construction and Forming
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Realistic Time & Cost Estimates

I have planned, designed and supervised construction of the Twin Tunnels on the Pune Westerly By-pass of NH 4
which is now the new Katraj Ghat. I have planned and designed underground facilities for a secret project for Defence.

I have been a Member of Team appointed by Bureau of Indian Standards for formation / revision of Tunnel Safety
Code and Safety Code for Working in Compressed Air etc.

I was Co-convener of Indian Road Congress Committee H — 7 and main author for Specification No. IRC:SP:91-2010
- Guidelines for Road Tunnels which covers the aspects of Planning, Design, Construction, Operation and Maintenance.
The guidelines are applicable to all Road Tunnels that are being planned.

At present, I am a Technical Consultant to IL & FS Transportation Network Ltd. who is Concessionaire for the two
parallel tunnels each about 9 km. long under the Patni Top Mountain in Himalayan Kashmir. The tunnel will reduce the
distance between Udhampur and Ramban by about 30 kms. and save a climb of about 800 m. and convert the road into
an all weather road. The contract is worth about 3,500 crores.

By the grace of God, I have had a highly accomplished technical career and even today at the age of 76 years, I am
still active and energetic and with a large clientele. In the past I have had many interesting experiences. I propose to share
my experiences through a few articles in Hitgu;.
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Wardha) M. A. Nagpur University, Married Shobha
Vidwans (B. A., Diploma in Printing Technology Oxford,
England ) in 1965. Career as farmer orange
grower,Academician, Journalist and Bureaucrat at Nagpur,
New Delhi.Now settled at, Gurgaon, Haryana.

Author of 25 books (English) on Indian art, literature
and culture, particularly theatre history and art. Three
books in marathi. Sangeet Natak Akademy, National
Academy of dance, music, drama conferred on him Tagore
Akademy Puraskar, a National honor for contribution to
the field of performing arts as a scholar in december 2011.
Award: A citation, mahavastra and rupees one lakh.
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