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problems.Finally, the solicitor had

The 'BEST' years asked for a trust to be formed, to

comply with the employee's wishes.
ON THE EVE OF WORLD DAY, VRUNDA MOGHE There was another tricky situation

DEV SPEAKS TO SENIOR CITIZEN when unmarried female employee

-G B MARATHE (E[.X?k'a) asked for maternity leave. Many
such legal complexities were solved
by referring to British and Indian

Who could think of doing a Johnny Walker and Jaipuri werel®gal  precedents. Interesting
one-man talk show on BESTconductors, Dutt was a clerk.ePisodes about the lost and found
(Brihanmumbai Electgric Supply Prashant Damle, Arun Nalawadedepartment of the BEST also find
and Transport Undertaing), since itcurrent Marathi screen personalitielace in his show. The company is
reminds us only of the jam-packedtoo, were working in BEST. Supposed to keep the lost goods for
vehicles that run along the city'sMarathe recalls how the eminentSiX months till claimants come and
roads? But for G.B. Marathe A Marathi litterature S.N. Pendsethereafter sell them. However
Ghatkopar resident, who hasjoined BEST as a clerk. He hadPerishables like eatables could not
worked for the company for 38 admitted that writihng was not O€ preserved so long and hance such
years, BEST is not only anenough to keep the home fires900ds were given to the canteen.
inseparable part of his life, but alsoburning and tht he needed a steadnce, a madari had left a snake in
the best part of is life. Thus, afterincome. In 1963, when Pendse rihe bus. The reptile had to be kept in
having retred from service, the Rockefeller Fellowship, the the Byculla zoo as ‘lost property'.
Marathe penned a two-hourthen general manager of the  Whle in service, Marathe was
segment, relating anecdotes obrganisation, said that it was a@ctively involved in writing for the
BEST and enthralling the public. shame that a writer of suchin-house magazine and also a

He has performed the showinternational recognition was only amember of the literary circle. After
ore than 350 times in Mumabi,clerk in the company. He washiS regtirement in 1989, he worked
Pune, Nagpur, Nasik, Surat andsubsequently eleated to a class §S @ consultant to BEST for a
Nabvsari. He also had the chance tofficer. while. Now, his writing has taken
perform at the prestigious Vasant, Marathe related several storie@n upward swing, as he writes for
\Wakhyanmala, Nasik, which is aregarding how BEST has had tovarious Marathi newspapers and
meeting ground for stalwarts ofdeal with various kinds of people,Periodicals. He is also an active
Marathi literature. since it was a public service. FromPartiicpant —incivic  activities

Marathe says, "BEST hasprople who try to shed their guilty €SPecially those in Ghatkopar.
given me naukri, nari and nivara -by sending donations to the  Marathe says that even after
service, sweetheart and shelter.” Heompany because they travelled’®@ly —two decades of his
met his life's companion in a busticketless, to people who claim'etirement, he still keeps in touch
queue and his present house in isompensation for damage to clothegvith BEST. Ask him what he feel
the BEST colony. Having begun isthe BEST has had to face many sucfPout the bus services then and
career as a clerk in the auditinstances over the years. EvedOW. and he smiles back saying that
department in 1952, he steadilywithin the organisation, it has been &8EST is the best.
climbed the career ladder. He pointdearning experience for Marathe. He (wrfm fa. RW.3=AT I AT
out that great cine personalities likenarrates how one of the ParsfiSarel S - Hel QEviiaE
comedian Johnny Walker, Sunilemployees had nominated his dog a8™T)

Dutt and Hasrat Jaipuri, all begarthe heir to his provident fund and ST T 9T, WS (T.%R0)
their life's journey in BEST. While how it caused legal gog
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